
Barbados Survey of Living Conditions 
2016

Ramiro Flores Cruz and Juan Muñoz, Sistemas Integrales



Barbados Survey of Living Conditions 2016

• A joint effort of
• The Barbados Statistical Service

• The Inter-American Development Bank

• With technical assistance from Sistemas Integrales

• Main goal – Collect reliable and timely information to
• Support Poverty analysis and Poverty alleviation

• Update the Consumer Price Index basket

• Inform the System of National Accounts

• Support policy planning in all sectors of the economy



The BSLC 2016
Main features

• Sample 
• 2,508 households in all 11 parishes

• Allocated in time (12 months) to 
capture seasonality

• Questionnaire
• Food and Non-food Consumption

• Income from Wages / Self-employment 
/ Farming / Remittances

• Education / Health /  Nutrition / 
Fertility

• Access to Social Services / Etc

Fortnight 1Fortnight 2Fortnight 3Fortnight 4



Data loose their value if they don’t 
represent the reality of the day

Sampling

Information

Technology

Tools

Fieldwork

management

BSLC Database Numerous users

Comprehensive Quality Assurance 

By integrating

sampling design,
questionnaires and tools,
fieldwork management
and information technology

the BSCL 2016 was able to deliver
to its numerous users
a reliable database
only weeks after data collection



The three pillars of fieldwork Quality Assurance

1. Check-up visits
• The team supervisor re-visits some households and re-asks some questions

• Not many households, not many questions, but randomly chosen

2. Integration of computers to fieldwork
• paper questionnaires  fast data entry  quality controls  immediate 

feedback

3. Monitoring Data Quality Indicators (DQIs)



Monitoring of Data Quality Indicators (DQIs)

• Continuous process 

• DASHBOARD with over 30 survey-specific DQI’s, generated and 
analyzed in real time throughout the entire survey

• Active management – Speedy and timely intervention

• Some examples follow



Average number of food items consumed per 
household, by Interviewer and fortnight

Average of items14aColumn Labels
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Total

Brett 16.17 27.71 27.80 28.43 37.75 44.44 30.00 44.78 22.40 37.50 22.57 36.50 31.34

Dorian 23.33 16.22 24.50 32.45 32.90 43.82 40.89 40.60 33.90 41.67 35.43 42.71 44.40 43.00 38.50 39.10 34.40 34.40 35.45 29.00 33.55 34.22 28.46 38.44 34.88

Kerisha 27.27 21.40 23.67 21.89 34.71 36.75 19.75 28.50 23.67 27.82 24.36 35.00 28.30 33.73 21.22 36.22 32.25 28.89 18.63 29.60 13.75 19.88 29.45 32.57 27.10

Lynn-Marie 19.38 29.40 31.64 26.50 31.70 29.09 30.10 39.00 47.90 42.00 39.29 34.89 35.60 39.17 41.50 42.43 39.86 34.96

Marilyn 28.00 21.73 30.40 21.11 25.40 21.00 25.70 29.80 31.21 36.70 32.44 33.20 40.71 42.25 34.40 41.58 35.50 29.60 39.38 36.50 39.17 47.00 33.31

Mechelle 16.00 23.00 18.38 26.20 25.55 30.00 21.73 21.91 22.96

Shavonne 32.78 33.00 31.80 31.38 27.71 40.11 28.60 34.82 36.18 32.40 38.30 30.80 40.20 28.09 45.70 39.38 35.56 31.90 39.00 34.25 42.50 24.89 26.78 29.43 34.06

Suzanne 37.73 48.58 40.62 52.00 42.18 38.00 46.18 50.11 53.60 51.11 36.00 38.90 44.36 53.89 36.45 32.56 37.50 42.90 46.90 47.60 39.33 51.50 40.50 40.75 43.62

Tracia 13.60 26.11 30.27 31.80 35.00 40.29 39.10 30.40 36.90 37.33 27.86 31.10 29.40 31.00 25.71 17.30 24.44 28.71 30.00 26.50 24.57 35.00 25.56 29.79

Roberta 25.56 29.67 23.50 32.11 43.18 34.11 38.44 41.82 29.25 37.11 36.78 34.70 26.18 36.30 38.20 32.89 29.30 29.67 38.11 32.30 39.55 35.30 14.20 36.30 33.14

Remus 31.00 19.80 28.08 34.20 34.14 28.88 36.00 21.75 26.13 23.20 27.13 22.63 23.60 27.38

Beverly 42.13 42.58 34.20 42.80 38.20 37.70 45.15 35.67 35.00 40.40 39.51

Sandra 26.20 30.38 24.63 30.00 35.00 29.38

Nicole 13.00 8.43 6.00 14.71 10.38

Total 25.59 29.00 27.92 30.21 33.28 34.19 32.32 34.69 35.57 37.91 32.06 35.00 32.68 35.54 36.58 38.25 32.16 35.59 34.37 32.64 33.63 30.42 28.91 33.35 33.01

BSLC 2016. AVERAGE NUMBER OF FOOD ITEMS CONSUMED PER HOUSEHOLD, BY INTERVIEWER AND FORTNIGHT
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Average number of employed persons per 
household, by Interviewer and fortnight

Average of numempl

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24  Total

Brett 0.33 2.00 0.90 1.14 0.88 1.00 1.18 1.33 1.00 1.33 0.86 2.50 1.12

Dorian 1.11 1.56 0.58 0.73 1.70 2.00 1.44 1.20 1.30 0.89 1.00 1.29 0.90 1.56 0.70 0.90 1.30 1.10 0.91 1.38 1.27 1.00 1.00 1.11 1.15

Kerisha 1.55 0.67 0.67 0.67 0.43 0.88 0.92 1.25 1.00 0.91 1.09 1.67 0.90 1.36 0.78 1.44 1.75 1.22 0.75 0.60 1.00 0.63 1.55 0.57 1.03

Lynn-Marie 1.25 1.10 1.27 1.10 0.90 0.55 0.50 0.70 2.00 0.82 1.43 1.33 1.10 0.67 1.38 1.14 1.57 1.09

Marilyn 0.00 0.91 1.70 1.78 1.50 1.55 1.30 0.80 0.86 1.70 1.67 1.20 1.57 0.92 0.40 1.16 1.10 0.90 1.08 1.10 1.33 1.38 1.20

Mechelle 1.44 0.90 1.25 1.10 0.73 1.11 0.91 1.00 1.04

Shavonne 1.33 1.25 1.10 0.63 1.29 1.00 1.50 1.73 1.18 1.70 1.60 0.90 1.40 1.45 0.90 1.25 1.44 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.00 1.22 0.11 1.00 1.24

Suzanne 1.27 1.67 0.46 1.67 0.91 1.00 1.27 1.22 1.90 1.00 1.00 1.20 1.00 1.22 1.70 1.22 0.60 0.90 1.80 1.60 1.22 0.90 1.08 1.38 1.21

Tracia 0.60 0.56 1.09 1.50 1.17 1.29 1.70 0.80 0.90 1.00 1.29 1.00 1.30 1.22 1.00 0.70 0.89 1.29 1.14 1.00 1.00 1.44 0.78 1.08

Roberta 1.33 1.00 0.80 1.56 1.45 0.78 0.89 1.55 1.08 0.89 0.78 0.40 0.55 0.90 1.00 1.00 0.90 0.89 1.44 0.90 1.50 1.50 0.60 1.40 1.05

Remus 1.00 1.60 1.15 1.30 1.71 1.00 1.44 1.25 1.38 1.10 1.38 1.13 0.90 1.24

Beverly 1.25 1.08 0.70 1.30 0.50 0.90 1.54 0.56 1.08 1.30 1.04

Sandra 1.20 1.88 1.38 1.33 1.50 1.44

Nicole 1.14 0.86 0.88 1.57 1.10

 Total 1.28 1.11 0.84 1.16 1.13 1.16 1.15 1.21 1.32 1.03 1.09 1.15 1.12 1.24 1.15 1.16 1.00 1.16 1.17 1.16 1.27 1.05 1.06 1.18 1.14

BSLC 2016. AVERAGE NUMBER OF EMPLOYED PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD, BY INTERVIEWER AND FORTNIGHT
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BSLC 2016: Unweighted Refusal rate and No contact rate (%) by fortnight

Refusal rate

No contact rate

Keeping nonresponse under control

Raffle
communicated



Thank you!


